
Visit our website to:
...e-mail event flyers & Registration forms to friends
...watch a full color video of last years Zoo-de-Mackinac 
Bicycle Bash!!!
...see pictures of past events
... and much, much more!!!
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21st ANNUAL

WEEKEND OF MAY 22, 2010

WHAT IS THE ÒZOO-DE-MACKINACÓ?
ItÕs a weekend of two huge parties, with two great bands, a lot of sunshine, one awesome island, views 

of the mighty Mackinac Bridge, and one of the most scenic bicycle rides in the country, thrown in 
for good measure.

WHAT DOES THE BICYCLING ENTAIL?
THIS IS NOT A RACE!!! Instead, itÕs a collection of outdoor enthusiasts (2,500 + last year) who 

want to enjoy a little physical exercise together in one of the most beautiful areas in the state of Michigan. 
The ride starts Saturday morning at ÒBOYNE HIGHLANDSÓ Resort. We peddle 51 miles along Lake 
Michigan on a paved road with very little automobile traffic. We will ride up and down the rolling 
countryside, through forests, along sandy beaches, surrounded by breathtaking views of Lake Michigan 
from 400' high bluffs. We stop approximately half way, at a unique place called the ÒLEGS INNÓ where 
we have a leisurely lunch and swap stories. The ride continues on to Mackinaw City, where we have 
chartered ÒARNOLD FERRYÓ boats for  the ride over to MACKINAC ISLAND. Once on the ÒMagical 
IslandÓ, we check into our hotels and stroll into town where itÕs time to forget our aches and pains. As the 
evening wears on, we will tend to liven up the island, as AWESOME BANDS will be playing at The Gate 
House, Pink Pony and Horns. New this year... Huge Post-Ride Party at the ÒCROSSINGSÓ in Mackinac 
City!!!

WHY SHOULD I GO?
If you think "CRAZY DAYS/CARNIVAL WEEKEND" is funÉ you like hanging out at the "HALF-
WAY HOUSE" at Boyne MountainÉ you can't stay away from the "ZOO BAR"É you just want to ride 
in one of the most scenic spots in the countryÉ you won't want to miss this!

WHAT KIND OF SHAPE DO I NEED TO BE IN?
Anybody who is in average physical condition should have no trouble going the distance. The first half 
of the ride is a little hilly and the last half is relatively flat. The distance makes you feel like youÕve 
accomplished something but will leave you with plenty of energy to continue on until late in the evening

WHEN IS THE "ZOO-DE-MACKINACÓ?
The weekend of May 22, 2010.

WHAT WILL THE WEATHER BE LIKE?
If the past dictates the future, the temperature this time of year should be in the high 60's to low 70's. 
Perfect for biking!

WHAT DOES THE "ZOO-DE-MACKINAC" COST?
$50.00 entry fee, ($65 after May 8, 2010) which includes pre-ride party Friday night at "BOYNE 
HIGHLANDS", luggage transportation to Mackinaw City on Saturday, lunch at the "LEGS INN" 
Saturday, round trip ferry transportation to/from Mackinac Island on "ARNOLD FERRY" and post-ride 
parties Saturday afternoon and evening. 

WHO IS INVITED?
Everyone and anyone who is interested in some physical exercise, having a great time and enjoying one 
of the most beautiful areas in the state of Michigan. Even if you donÕt ride, we encourage you to join the 
fun (you still must register). The people who donÕt ride have as much or more fun than the people who 
do. Please feel free to make copies of this and pass it along to your friends.

WHAT DO I HAVE TO DO TO GO?
If youÕre interested in joining us for this "ACTION PACKED" weekend, please see the attached information. 
If you have any questions, call our new events information/voice mail system at (313) 821-8414. Or, check 
out our web site at www.zoo-de-mack.com.

GREG DRAWBAUGH
(313) 821-8414

www.zoo-de-mack.com



ÒHow did this thing get started?Ó It's really pretty simple. Many years ago, we had brand new mountain bikes and an old memory of 
a picturesque road from Harbor Springs to Mackinaw City. We called some friends, talked eight of them into riding it, and the next thing 
you know, we found ourselves on Mackinac Island with grins from ear to ear. The next year we wrote a flyer and had 80 participants, 
and have since watched it grow to over 2,500 participants. How many participants will we have this year, you ask? Our best guess is 
2,500+, but only time will tell. Why has it grown so much... It's Tons of fun!!!  The following has all the details you need to know 
to enable you to have one of the best weekends you could ever imagine possible.

FRIDAY NIGHT
The key to making this a great weekend, is to get started on the right foot Friday night. All you have to do is stop for a world famous 
ÒPOTATO BURGERÓ on your way up, at a little bar called the ÒRAILSIDE BAR & GRILLÓ (formerly ÒELMIRA INNÓ) in Elmira, 
Michigan (on C-32 between Gaylord and US-131). A truly delightful lady named ÒMAÓ (who comes from a family of 23 kids) had run 
the place for over 25 years and sold it a few years ago. Ma specially designed the ÒPOTATO BURGERÓ so it will give you lots of 
energy for SaturdayÕs ride! LetÕs set the record again for the most ÒPOTATO BURGERSÓ ever sold in a day. Stop in, order a burger 
and give raise a beer for ÒMaÓ (who passed away last fall), and donÕt forget to get your name on the ÒPOTATO BURGERÓ record list.

For the 1% of you, who like to do things like normal, rational people, I strongly recommend eating a good meal Friday night with lots 
of carbohydrates, and getting a good nights sleep. For the 99% of you who will follow the lead of Tim Peterson and "R.F.", get ready 
for an all out ÒZOO BARÓ summertime bash. WeÕve rented out the ÒZOO BARÓ and hired an awesome band, to ensure an evening 
which will be reminiscent of those wild Saturday afternoons Doug Lott (The Zoo Bar Guru)  provides us with all ski season long.

We will have registration tables set up in the lobby below the ÒZOO BARÓ (at Boyne Highlands) Friday night (8:00 p.m. to Midnight) 
and under the tent in the skiiers parking lot Saturday morning (8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.), to pick up your ÒREGISTRATION PACKETÓ 
and our awesome T-shirts and hats (if you ordered one). If you donÕt have a ÒZOO-DE-MACK WRISTBANDÓ, you will not get 
into the "ZOO BAR" party Friday nightÉ will not have lunch at "LEGS INN"Éwill not get into post-ride party at the 
ÒCROSSINGS...will not get on the ÒARNOLDÓ 10:00 p.m., 12:00a.m., 1:00a.m. and 2:00a.m. boats  back to Mackinaw City 
on Saturday nightÉ or in the four best bars on Mackinac Island Saturday night.

We have made special arrangements with BOYNE HIGHLANDS, to accomodate one night stays... BOYNE will offer hotel rooms 
starting at $150 and will also offer condoÕs at great rates. Call 800.GO.BOYNE ASAP to get the best selection of rooms. For further 
assistance regarding accommodations Friday night, call the Petoskey Area Visitors Bureau at 1-800-845-2828 or go to 
www.petoskeyarea.com.

SATURDAY

NEWÉ Boyne will offer an awesome pre-ride breakfast buffet in the Main Dining RoomÉ specially formulated so that you can ride 
100 milesÉ even though youÕll only need enough energy for 50 miles!!!

Saturday morning we will be meeting in the "BOYNE HIGHLANDS" Ski area parking lot. The registration tent will be open from 
8:00 to 11:00 a.m. for those who have not registered in advance. We will hand out detailed course maps with your registration 
materials. YOU MUST PICK UP YOUR REGISTRATION PACKET BY 11:00 A.M.!!!

This year, (like past years) we are not going to have an organized group start. Instead, you can start whenever you wish, which will 
spread everyone out over the course. If you've never ridden the course or are not in as good shape as you'd like to be, start early (8:00 - 
9:30 a.m.). If you're in good shape or hung over, sleep in and start later, as long as it is before 11:00 AM. It takes the average rider about 
six to seven hours of actual riding time, not including stops.

If you would like us to take your luggage to Mackinaw City, we will have a huge "U-HAUL" to do so, for ÒwristbandÓ wearing 
participants. (This service is included in your entry fee). Please bring your small bag to the registration area Saturday morning and we 
will haul it up the Arnold "SOUTH" dock in Mackinaw City, where it should arrive around 3:30 p.m. You are responsible for picking 
up your bag at the "ARNOLD" dock in Mackinaw City. We are not responsible for any lost, stolen or damaged luggage. Any 
unclaimed luggage will be held by the Arnold Ferry company.

Any cars following along will be required to take a different route the first half of the ride to ease congestion and increase safety. 
The automobile route will be outlined on the course map given out Saturday morning. The police will be enforcing this for the 
safety of the riders!!!
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The bicycling portion of the trip will be approximately 51 miles in length which will take six to seven hours of riding time. The first 
half of the ride is the most scenic. Lakeshore Drive borders Lake Michigan and is one of the most scenic and breathtaking roads in the 
Lower Peninsula. (National Geographic Traveler Magazine listed it as one of the top 50 scenic drives in the country!!!) The views 
of Lake Michigan are truly spectacular. The terrain is rolling with some good challenging hills, and only one real big ÒkillerÓ hill.  Any 
of you in semi-decent shape shouldnÕt have any problems going the distance. There is a restaurant in Cross Village called the 
ÒLEGS INNÓ, where we will stop for lunch. George and Kathy Smolak will serve us a hearty lunch between 10:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
(lunch is included in your entry fee). For those of  you who arenÕt up to riding 51 miles, this would be a good starting point. It is a 25 
mile trip from the ÒLEGS INNÓ to Mackinaw City. After leaving Cross Village, the terrain flattens out, and there is a beautiful sandy 
beach at Sturgeon Bay, 32 miles into the trip, where you can stop and cool off if itÕs hot. Then, itÕs down the homestretch, with a 
magnificent view of the Big Mac Bridge, to the (new this year)... Huge Post Ride party at the ÒCROSSINGSÓ in Mackinac City from 
3:30 pm to 6:00 pm. Band, Beer & Food.  We are still working on the details!!!

Shorter Option: Do the "Zoo-De-Legs" (1/2 bike trip - 25 miles). For riders who wish to bike either half of the ride; due to time constraints, 
lack of physical conditioning, or for whatever reason, Big Bear Adventures, Inc. can help. They will offer a 11:00 am departure for riders 
and their bikes from Boyne Highlands to Legs Inn. They will also offer a 2:30 p.m. bus departure for riders and their bikes from Legs 
Inn in Cross Village back to Boyne Highlands. The cost of each will be $22 ($25 after May 8th). There will be no refunds if you miss 
the bus, so plan accordingly. Reserve early, space is limited, so call 231-238-8181 for reservations.

We will take the "ARNOLD FERRY" over to the Island. The  round trip ticket (included in your entry fee) includes transportation 
and parking all weekend if you need it. When you get to Mackinaw City, you can take any of the regularly scheduled Arnold ferries. 
If you don't want to take your bike over to the Island, "ARNOLD" has offered us the use of a convenient warehouse, where you can 
lock your bike up inside, and leave it overnight. "ARNOLD" personnel in Mackinaw City will direct you to the warehouse. "ARNOLD" 
will charge a special $4.00 round trip rate for partcipants who want to take their bike to the island, which you can pay for at the dock.

The hardest part about this trip is not the biking, but trying to find a room on Mackinac Island.  The Chippewa (800-241-3341) 
has great rates and is probably the best location in town.  The Grand Hotel (800-33-GRAND) is offering their incredible rooms to our 
participants for the rate of $210 per room.  Up to four individuals can stay in a guest room at this rate, which also includes breakfast in 
the main dining room.  The Island House (800-626-6304) is offering a special rate of just $199.00 per night, per room, based on double 
occupancy and is conveniently located just 1 1/2 blocks from downtown, right on Main Street.  The Lake View Hotel (800-207-7075) 
is offering an exclusive rate of $190 plus tax, which includesÊbreakfast and use of indoor heated pool andÊspa.  Mission Point (800-
833-7711) is offering their spectacular rooms at a special rate of $189 for up to four individuals which includes breakfast. To get any 
of the above rates, you must mention that you are a Zoo-De-Mackinac participant when calling, and you must be wearing your Zoo-
De-Mackinac ÒwristbandÓ when  you check into the hotel...otherwise you will be charged regular rates!!! For further assistance, call 
the Mackinac Island Tourist Bureau at 1-800-4-LILACS!!! Also, our website is the place to go for direct web links, online booking, 
updates and other lodging deals.

If you canÕt find a room on the Island, you have another option. You can get a room in Mackinaw City, ride the "ZOO-DE- MACK"  
boat over to the Island, have dinner and enjoy the post ride festivities at "THE GATE HOUSE", "HORNS" and "THE PINK PONY", 
and still catch the special 10:00 p.m., 12:00 a.m., 1:00 a.m., or 2:00 a.m. "FERRY" departures from Mackinac Island to Mackinaw City. 
YOU WILL NOT  GET ON THESE  BOATS  WITHOUT A SPECIAL ZOO-DE-MACK TICKET AND WRISTBAND as we 
have specially chartered them. This option will save you money in lodging costs, and you wonÕt miss much of the fun. The Hamilton 
Inn Select Beachfront (800-301-1765) is located 133 yards from Arnold Ferry dock!  ItÕs MackinawÕs newest, largest, highest rated 
hotel with the finest balcony rooms, suites, hot tub, indoor pool, and free hot breakfast bar with rates starting from $69.00.  Mackinaw 
Beach & Bay All Suites (800-468-7736) Enjoy beachfront, all-suite accommodations for just $69! Hot breakfast included!  Waterfront 
Inn (800-962-9832) in Mackinaw City, beachfront accommodations starting at just $49!  Clean, comfortable rooms and breakfast 
included! For assistance regarding accommodations, call the Mackinaw Area Visitors Bureau at 1-800-666-0160 or 
www.mackinawcity.com. 

The best bars on the Island are the ÒTHE GATE HOUSEÓ, "HORNS" and "THE PINK PONY"É  these are the places to be on 
Saturday night. It took a lot of negotiating, but the managers of these various bars were able to cut a deal with some ÒAWESOME 
BANDSÓ to play for the night. If you thought last year was fun, wait until you see what they have in store for us this year. This is the 
biggest night of the year for Island night life. (Bigger than the boat races!!) REMEMBER, YOU WILL NOT GET IN THE BARS 
WITHOUT A "ZOO-DE-MACK WRISTBAND", WHICH WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED!!!
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